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This is UNEVALUATED
Information

THE SOURCE EVALUATIONS IN THIS RIPORT ANE DEFINITIVE,
THE APPRAISAL OF CONTINT 13 TENTATIVE,
(FOR KEY 318 mvmsn)

1, In sutums 1952, Beviet enginesrs and mine=leyers planted mines in Agerbaydshan
BSR near the Irenien border. These mine flelds begen &t Damen and extended %o
the mouth ef the Astara River, In artieular, they were found areund Anvag ’ 25X1
Armudi-Xoshl, Tangu?, Bandasar (N 38.28, 8 4B.kS), and on the slepes of the
mountaing fa.@.ing the villages of Khenbylaghi (N 35-25; E 4BL5), Beharestan
(N 38-2k, § LB. 3), and Kashbi (§ 36-26, £ LB.L7), The Bovieis have also placed
Bines ia the Baghohelaw hillsides in the Baghehelar=Bhandan ares (¥ 38-26, 7 48-37),

2, In February 1954, the Boviets were shooting reekets on the border 8trip between
the USER and Iran,about ten kilemeters from Astara (N 38-28, @ LB-52),1n the
Agerbaydehan BER, Heme persers believed that these reoekets were being shet by a

newly invented gun, but ouners thought that they were shot by pistols. The smoke
_produced by these reckets hung high in the sﬁ

| -

3. During March, there was an increase in the number of Soviet soldiers patrolling
the Soviet-Iranian border. Also trucks loaded with straw or petroleum were geen
on the Soviet side of the border. The Boviet soldiers at Ala.sha3,Qermez1 Post,
Zerdali, end Korpi Post were replaced and reinforced, Some of the soldiers at
the outposts were reported to be only fifteen years olg and unarmed,

bk, Alsoc in March, there were indications that the 2 Soviets were concentrating their
—forces on the border, |

5. On 18 Merch, six Soviet officers were geen for the first time on the Sovie; bo?er.
They ware fishing opposite Yeddi Evler, and they appeared to be unacquainted witn
i

the area,

6. on 18 March, Soviet Lieutenant Colonel Bernovyy (or Branovyy) was seen examining the
Plovwed strip and the barbed wire at Qapchi-Mehalleh, He examined about three kilo-
meters of the border area an foot. Thig officeﬁ Wag new in the distriet ang had taken !
over the Soviet border command at Rud-Kenar,
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7. During June 1954, Soviet border guards and their soldiers were singi songs |
_in their posts in Soviet Astara. 25X1

/ \ 25X1
\

| \

8. In July 1954, it was reported that three cars with an escort cer passed from
Soviet MasJed Mahalleh towards Alashe. These cars were filled with Soviet
officers, one of whom was a general. The officers inspected the Qapchi Mahelleh
Post in the Yedloollar area. They inspected the eres end the watchtower, and then they
went on foot in the direction of the border to the Baghchesara Post (N 38-28, 25X1
E 48-50) and then to the Qermezl Post opposite Kashbi. These officers, woon

return, changed into civilian dress.|
[ |

/
// /
/ )

9. In July, the Soviets added ten civiliens to thelr Astara Post. These ten
elviliens were actually ten soldlers in civillan dregg Wwho were responsible
for politicael and interior activities,

10. During July, the Boviets increased practice ghooting with light machine guns,
rifles, and rockets at night near the Iranian border. Groups of Soviet soldlers
came to the border at 2200, 2300, 2400, and 0200 hours in order to practice 25X1
shooting. Iremlan border guards also did some shooting in reeciprocation.

11. \ \

12. During July, & number of Soviet officers, including e colonel, were visiting
border posts. They had photographic equipment and electrical instruments
with them. They ceme from Astara on the Rud-Kenar road to Qapehi Mehalleh,
end, after remaining there for two hours, they went to the Anvaz Post, which
is the nearest spot to Iranian territory.

13. According to some informants, in July, six to ten Soviet civilians from the
. local netives were allegedly assigned to serve as orderlies at each Soviet

border post near the Iranian border. The Jobs of the civilians consisted of
cleening, cerrylng weter, and obteining supplies for the posts. These
civilians were being trained as apprentices in order to serve as guards at
these posts I1n the future. Other informents repcrted that these civilians were
used only between the hours of 1100 and 1450, when the border guards were eating
lunch. The latter informante also stated that these civiliane were not officlally
employed in these Jobe, but that they only helped to carry fuel to the posts.

14, During the month of August,Soviet soldiers practiced shooting with bazookas (sic)
in the aremebout 700 meters north of Boviet Astara. They were shooting at a dis-

tance of 30 meters from the target., and eac
’M[ 25X1
25X1

15. The nightly use of red rockets by the Soviet border guards and patrols increased
substentially in August, especially in the areas of Kalaputl (N 38-48, E L8-25)
end LeJl, Boviet soldiere in groups of eight fired these rockets on the Tropka
road. According to source, the reason for this activity was that new scldiers,

who at thet time had recently arrived et the new Soviet border post at Kalaput 5,
were being trained at night. %X%W—L 25X1

‘ ‘ 25X1
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Tt was reported that in August fifteen soldiers of Soviet Zardall were
practicing creeping under the direction of an officer and two sergeants.
o other officers were observing the activity and followed the soldiers on
horses. The soldiers crawled for a distance of 500 to 1000 meters. Each
hed a skin-like apron tied in front of him. This practice was finished at
1900 hours on 6 August 195k.

‘omments 25X1
1. Source is probably referring to Armudi (N 38-25, E 48-k1).

2. This is possibly identical with Tango (N 3825, E 48-40).

3. This is possibly identical with Alashi (Alachai) (N 38-27, E 48-48).

4. This is probably Rudkinar (N 38-29, E 48-51)

25X1
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